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Many of the initiatives of the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS, 

a non-governmental organization established in 1998, are aimed at connecting the past
to the present and the future of Poland and Polish-Jewish relations. The Forum’s mission 
is to strengthen relationships among individuals young and old, to prevent anti-Semitism 
and xenophobia, and to teach tolerance.

A year of dynamic development of the Forum’s “School of Dialogue,” 2011 was highlighted by 
the participation of 32 schools in 20 towns. The creativity of the young program participants 
demonstrates their enthusiasm and commitment to preserving the evidence of the Jewish 
heritage of their communities and ensuring that past is not a foreign country to them. Their 
projects have an impact far beyond their schools as they engage their parents, neighbors 
and other inhabitants of their towns in their research and their findings. In their towns they 
are both preserving and restoring the foundational memories and history; in many cases, 
they are also altering the futures of these towns.

The Forum is integrally involved in stabilizing and promoting dialogue between Poles and 
Jews, constructing spaces where they may meet and talk openly and frankly, confront their 
prejudices, and try to understand their diff erences. For most Polish and Jewish participants, 
the Polish-Jewish Exchange Program and study visits to Poland are experiences that change 
their perception of history. For many, the study trip is just the beginning of their engagement 
in Polish and Jewish issues, an engagement that grows through continuing participation in 
Forum activities.

We are gratified by the growth of our educational activities and delighted by the confidence 
placed in us by many American and Polish individuals and organizations that participate in 
and contribute to our programs. We could not carry out our activities so successfully without 
the support of so many, and we are grateful for their support and encouragement.

The act of remembering, both individually and collectively, helps us understand who we 
are and who we are not; it also can guide us toward being who we want to be. The Forum is 
proud to be a leader in providing the environment, the guidance, and the impetus for helping 
both Poles and Jews from around the world remember and build on our memories.

Yours sincerely,

Andrzej Folwarczny, President, FORUM FOR DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS

A year of dynamic development
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Study Trips to Poland 
For American Jews, Poland is not only a foreign country, but it is 
weighted with a negative past. A study tour hosted by the Forum opens 
their eyes and changes their lives.

In October and December 2011, two delegations of leaders of the Jewish 
communities in the United States, Australia, and Israel visited Poland 
as guests of the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS. The project 
was co-sponsored by the Minister of Foreign Aff airs of the Republic 
of Poland.

During a unique week-long visit, the Forum hosts meetings with 
experts on Polish-Jewish issues, including journalists, politicians, 
academicians, and business leaders. While trip participants study the 
past in depth, they also learn about the lives of contemporary Poles 
and the organizations that focus on the development of Polish-Jewish 
relationships. They hear about the reemerging Jewish life in Poland 
from current leaders of the Jewish community in Poland and visit sites 
important to Polish Jewish history. As one of the participants declared: 
“We always say that it is the people we visit, and the people that the 
Forum had introduced us to really changed my opinion of Poland.”

The trips in 2011 included visits to Warsaw, Cracow, Lublin and 
Sandomierz and comprehensive study tour of Auschwitz-Birkenau 
with experts in the fi eld of Holocaust research.
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    “ If you want to see what a new Poland 

thinks, feels and behaves about its Jews, come to Poland… You will be 

surprised, you will be deeply moved, and you will understand what it 

means to be a Jew today, in the 21st century, in a way that you’ve never 

even thought of your Jewish life before.”  S A M  L I P S K I , Chief Executive, The Pratt Foundation
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Integral to each study trip is a visit to at least one town with a 
school that participates in the Forum’s School of Dialogue program. 
Visitors see for themselves how Poland’s future will not repeat Poland’s 
past. In the fall of 2011, trip participants visited Schools of Dialogue in 
Kutno and Ulanów. Students took them on a tour of locations related 
to their towns’ Jewish history and shared what they had learned about 
individuals, families, and events. The meetings with these young 
people who were studying and remembering the Jewish heritage of 
their towns was a significant highlight of the trip for all participants.

During study visits, the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS 
immerses representatives of American Jewish communities in 
contemporary Poland. It is an honest and complete picture, without 
embellishments or condemnation. Thanks to this initiative, Poles 
and Jews meet and reconcile, and each group opens a new chapter in 
Polish-Jewish relations.

“ I knew about Polish history and 

culture before I arrived, but I 

didn’t know about the current state 

of Polish-Jewish relations. Most 

important is, I now see, Jewish life 

and its possibility as a reality. And 

the idea of reconciliation is also a 

possibility. The Forum’s work will be 

essential to this work. I admit I fell 

in love a bit with everyone’s passion, 

commitment and energy. That Poles 

care so much, independently of 

Jewish influence, was very power-

ful and enriching. It also birthed 

a real partnership and sense of 

community.” STEVEN GLANTZ, 
 screenwriter and author
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        “ The experience has been transformational
It has enabled me to learn deeply about the vibrancy of Polish life today, to 
learn about Poland’s complex and bittersweet history through high-level 
meetings… The rhythm and pacing of the trip enabled me to realize the 
richness of Polish history, the diff erent narratives that Jews and Poles 

have been accustomed to repeating, and the need to revisit and reshape 

the gap between those narratives.”  

  R O B E R T  B A N K , Executive Vice President, American Jewish World Service
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The Polish-Jewish Exchange Program, operating for more 
than fi fteen years, is the only exchange program between a Polish 
non-governmental organization and an important American Jewish 
organization.

Organized by the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS and the 
American Jewish Committee with support from the Polish Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs, the program continued in 2011 when delegations 
of representatives from the American Jewish Committee visited Poland 
in July, and in September a delegation of Polish leaders spent a week 
in the United States.

Polish-Jewish 
           Exchange Program

In September 2011, journalists, business and cultural leaders, and 
social activists visited the United States. The program is a unique 
opportunity for Polish opinion-shapers to look at Polish-Jewish 
relations from the perspective of American Jews. During a week-long 
visit, the delegation visited Washington, Chicago, and New York. They 
visited the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington 
and met Holocaust survivors, and also met with leaders of the American 
Jewish Committee.

When organizing each visit of American Jewish Committee leaders 
to Poland, the Forum is aware of the lingering legacy of the Holocaust 
and anti-Semitism. Thus, the trips focus on current relations between 
Poland and Israel, the latest debates on Polish-Jewish relations, and 
how these issues shape contemporary Polish culture. Participants meet 
representatives of both the Polish Jewish community and organizations 
that preserve, protect and memorialize the Jewish presence in Poland.

For many years the Forum has also been a partner institution in the 
AJC Goldman Fellowship Program. In the summer of 2011, Caroline 
Kessler, a Carnegie Mellon University student, assisted the Forum.

“I was impressed with the renewed 

interest in learning about the Jewish 

past by present-day Poles. I will 

be an enthusiastic proponent of 

traveling to Poland and conveying 

to people in the U.S. my new 

positive impressions of Poland.” 

 BRUCE LANE, a member of the Nation-

al Board of Governors of the American 

Jewish Committee
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      “This trip opened my eyes to the Polish-

Jewish relations, it made me deeply aware of how much still has to 

be done in this area. It is difficult to say what impressed me the most. 

The program of this trip guarantees lots of impressions. It was probably 

one of the most intensive weeks in my life, rich in experiences, new 

knowledge, and meaningful and fascinating meetings.”     

  B A R TO S Z  H O J KA , CEO at Agora Radio Group 
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Participants in the Forum’s various study missions and exchange 
visits form a network of people of good will who recognize the impor-
tance of promoting Polish-Jewish relations, and become involved in 
ongoing programs in their own communities and organizations.

In the U.S., Friends of the Forum was founded in 2007 as a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization to strengthen and support ongoing relation-
ships between Poles and Jews who recognize their common pasts and 
want to encourage a common future of understanding. In 2011, Friends 
of the Forum supported Forum’s work financially thanks to generous 
donations from members. Representatives of the Forum took part in 
events hosted by Friends in New York, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles 
and Washington, informing U.S. audiences about the current state of 
Polish-Jewish relations and Forum activities in Poland.

Similarly, a group of influential individuals who understand and care 
about Polish-Jewish dialogue is growing in Poland. After their visit to 
the U.S., Polish participants in the Polish-Jewish Exchange Program 
engage in various initiatives. In March 2011, they gathered for an 
annual meeting in Łochów near Warsaw. In June, members of the 
group traveled to Parysów near Garwolin to participate in a tour that 
highlighted the traces of the Jewish inhabitants of the town. The 
School of Dialogue program in Parysów was funded by these Polish 
participants in the exchange program.

Friends of the Forum

“During this trip we became a group. 

My group creates a community 

with other groups that would not 

be established in any other way. 

Each of us has a feeling that we 

have some strength together. It is 

based on private relations among 

colleagues, sometimes friends, 

so it is a really valuable thing.” 

 KAZIMIERA SZCZUKA, literary critic
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      “Until I came to Poland on a trip hosted by 

the Forum for Dialogue Among Nations, I never recognized how much of 

my own Jewish history is connected to the country of my ancestors. I came 

back from my first trip to Poland with a commitment to connect Jews and 

Poles to the history and culture of Polish Jews in the centuries before the 

Holocaust, and to create bridges for future.”
 M I C H A E L  R O S E N B AU M , Chairman, Friends of the Forum, Chicago, IL
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  “ If not for these workshops I would never have learned

where the Jewish cemetery, synagogue, or the ghetto were. Thanks to 

this experience I can easily share many interesting facts with other 

people, people that did not take part in the program. I remember how 

surprised my dad was, when on the way to school I started to explain to 

him quickly about the ghetto, Jewish streets… I am happy to have such 

knowledge to share!” M A R T Y N A , age 17, Radom

School of Dialogue
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In 2011, School of Dialogue programs took place in 32 schools, 
including 19 schools in towns and cities across Poland and 13 high 
schools in Warsaw. More than 1,000 young people were encouraged and 
inspired by the Forum’s educators to discover, embrace, and preserve 
the Jewish heritage of their hometowns.

School of Dialogue programs in 2011 were initiated in places that 
figure prominently in Jewish history because they were foundations 
of historical, spiritual, and cultural meaning: Kock, Kozienice, 
Piaseczno. Programs were established in famous shtetls like Chełm 
and less famous but still important ones like Końskie, Ulanów, and 
Kutno. Schools participated both in larger towns such as Radom, 
Nowy Sącz, Kielce, Kalisz, and small villages such as Parysów and 
Szydłów. Programs spread from east — Wasilków and Sławatycze — to 
west — Sosnowiec and Tarnowskie Góry. The program was implemented 
in 13 high schools in Warsaw and just outside Warsaw, in Otwock and 
Piastów (Pruszków), where significant Jewish communities existed.

Students participating in School of Dialogue programs often say that 
they had no idea about the Jewish history of their towns. It may be 
best to let them speak for themselves, like one of the students from 
Wasilków: “Until recently my knowledge about Jews was virtually 
nonexistent, but after these workshops I can defi nitely call myself 
an ‘expert.’ Thanks to the tours of the town now I know where the  
mikveh or synagogue were.”

“The history workshops organized 

at our school over a period of two 

months inspired us, a group of 

students with no prior knowledge 

of or interest in the centuries of 

Końskie history, to discover the 

hidden and almost forgotten past 

of a nation that once made up half 

of the inhabitants of Końskie. Today 

we know the locations of places 

with often painful history (the ghetto, 

the destroyed Jewish cemetery). I am 

certain that we will not let past be 

forgotten again, as we commemo-

rate it by organizing a tour of Jewish 

sights, which we want to share with 

our peers. We will eradicate the 

stereotypes and open people’s eyes 

to the problem of anti-Semitism.” 
N I N A , age 16, Końskie 
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    “ I’ve learned many new things although I have 

lived here since childhood. We learn about the past during educational 

trips (e.g. to Cracow’s former Jewish district of Kazimierz) but today 

I understand that we should start from the streets of Tarnowskie Góry.”  KA Z I M I E R Z  S P O R O N , Headmaster, Staszic High School, Tarnowskie Góry

Only after the program, they say, places that they pass by daily 
gain a new meaning. “I got to know a diff erent image of my town,” 
is one of their most frequent statements. They are also surprised to 
learn that Jewish culture influenced so much of what they assumed 
was Polish culture.

Participation in a School of Dialogue program changes the way that 
students think about the Jews. Marzena from Chełm: “After four weeks 
of workshops I changed my attitude visibly. I’ve learned stories about 
the real people.” Similarly Marlena from Końskie explains that she and 
her classmates have learned how not to see Jews through stereotypes.

The students become the teachers as they prepare walking tours of 
local Jewish sites for their parents, neighbors, local officials and 
classmates. In Chełm, Radom, and Kalisz, students organized for their 
schoolmates city games with quizzes and challenges and prizes for 
the winners. In Tarnowskie Góry and Wasilków, guided tours were 
announced and opened to the public. Students from Kutno, Końskie, 
Piastów, Piaseczno, and number of other schools invited other students 
to take part in their tour. In Ulanów, Kielce, and Sławatycze, they 
invited the town’s officials on a specially organized tour. Once students 
have discovered the Jewish past of their towns, they want to share this 
knowledge. Often they start to “think big,” like Szymek and Michał 

from Tarnowskie Góry: “It was a great adventure to take part in this 
project, to discover traces of the Jewish presence and show them to 
the others. We had fun and we’ve learned a lot at the same time. We 
think we did a good job and we are proud of ourselves. We hope that 
a permanent Jewish Trail in Tarnowskie Góry will be created based 
on the tour that we prepared.”

´
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Participants in the School of Dialogue program come to an under-
standing of the important role that Jews played in their hometowns. 
At the same time, they inspire and motivate interest within their 
local communities to protect and preserve their Jewish heritage. The 
School of Dialogue program not only helps to heal wounds of the past 
but also creates foundations for a better future for both Poles and Jews.

The School of Dialogue is an educational program developed and 
conducted by the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS. It aims 
at broadening young people’s knowledge about the historical and 
longstanding presence of Jews in Poland through self-exploration and 
commemoration of the pre-war Jewish history of their own communi-
ties. Activities are targeted at Polish middle school and high school 
students. Students participating in the project get to know the history 
of their town, often discovering blank spots on the map of knowledge 
of the no-longer-existing Jewish community.

The School of Dialogue is recognized by the Polish Minister of National 
Education, which has granted the program honorary patronage. This 
very special distinction confirms the nationwide scale and growing 
impact of the Forum’s educational activities. The program also enjoys 
growing recognition from both local, national media, and international 
media. The largest circulation Polish newspaper, Gazeta Wyborcza, 
the Israeli Orthodox daily, Hamodia, and Agence France-Presse all 
have published articles recognizing the program in individual towns. 
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Common Places, 
        Common Ground

What would happen if Jews whose families came from your town 
visited one day? If they wanted to see the town, the cemetery, the 
synagogue? Could you help them, show them around, tell them about 
these places? This is the theoretical question we often ask young 
people during workshops. Sometimes, such real encounters take 
place under the auspices of the Forum.

In 2011, SCHOOLS OF DIALOGUE in Radom, Kutno, Sławatycze, Ulanów, 
and Wąchock hosted descendants of former Jewish inhabitants of these 
towns. Such meetings give the common history of the Polish students 
and the Jewish visitors a contemporary dimension. The shared 
experiences go beyond past history; they lay the groundwork for future 
relationships on a local level.

IN RADOM,  the U.S. Ambassador to the Czech Republic, Norman 
Eisen, visited Nicolas Copernicus High School. The students shared 
with the ambassador, his family and Lee Feinstein, the U.S. Ambassador 
to Poland, the Jewish history they had reconstructed.
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IN SŁAWATYCZE, Alan Metnick, a member of an association of 
descendants of Jews from this town, met young people from the school 
where a School of Dialogue program was underway. He told them how 
much he regretted not listening carefully to his aunts’ stories about 
pre-war Sławatycze so that he could tell them more.

IRENE PLETKA CAME TO KUTNO, where her family used to live. 
Meeting with her and her associates and showing them around the 
places relating to the town’s Jewish history taught the high school 
students that Polish-Jewish relations are not only for the past or the 
future but also for today.

IN ULANÓW Cheryl Fishbein, greeted with a raftsmen’s song, told 
young people that her grandfather owned the town’s rafting business. 
They walked the streets of the pre-war Jewish section of the town, 
and at the cemetery they said Kaddish together.

IN SOSNOWIEC,  Mark Sheron, owner of Amtra  Ltd.— an international 
company with a factory based in Sosnowiec — was guided through the 
town by the students of the Stanisław Staszic High School who partici-
pated in the School of Dialogue program. Students took Mr. Sheron 
on a tour revealing the Jewish history of Sosnowiec and were happy 
that someone from the other end of the world was willing to hear this 
fascinating story.

ORTHODOX GUESTS from the Israeli organization of Wąchock 
descendants and local junior high school students went together to 
the cemetery. Rabbis explained Jewish customs related to death and 
dying, and the young people shared what they had learned about the 
former Jewish inhabitants of the town.
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Sharing Experiences 
       through Education

            “ 
Seeing a team of people with diff erent

backgrounds and experiences so dedicated to advancing the important 

work of the Forum gave us a deep insight into the Forum’s approach: 

working on a grassroots level and having at the same time a great vision.”   Anonymous German educator
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In 2011 the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS and House 
of the Wannsee Conference, a memorial and educational site in Berlin, 
decided to share experiences in education and prepared extensive 
programs in Warsaw and Berlin for each other’s educators. 

In the end of August 2011, the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS 

hosted a group of nine educators and co-workers of the House of the 
Wannsee Conference. Together with the institution’s Director of the 
Educational Department, Dr. Wolf Kaiser, they were invited to par-
ticipate in an intensive four-day study visit to Warsaw. The program 
included lectures, workshops and site visits dedicated to the issues 
of the Polish-Jewish past, the Holocaust, and its post-war discourse 
in Poland. It was a unique opportunity for the Forum’s educators and 
the delegation from Berlin to discuss challenges and exchange good 
practices from their work as educators. The project was supported by 
the Foundation for German-Polish Cooperation.

In November 2011, a group of thirteen Polish teachers representing 
schools that participated in the School of Dialogue program was  
invited for the study visit to Berlin. The program included visiting 
places connected to the Holocaust, workshops, and lectures. Participants 
discussed the situation in Poland and Germany prior to the war and 
today, and exchanged experiences in teaching Jewish history and 
Holocaust history in Polish schools. During an intensive three-day 
seminar, educators visited the Jewish Museum in Berlin, the “Topography 
of Terror” Foundation, the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, 
and an exhibition in the House of the Wannsee Conference.

“For me it was a time of gaining 

valuable information provided 

in an appealing, diversified way, 

stimulating not only the intellect 

but also my emotions. It was an 

opportunity to bond and share 

experience with other teachers,

which will definitely benefit 

my work.“ 
 ELŻBIETA ŻARNOWIECKA, Polish teacher
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Forum Educators
            “ I am a Forum educator because it gives me the opportunity 

to ensure others do not have the same lack of knowledge I had before I 

started at the university: I knew very little about the Jewish community 

in Poland. I now realize that the history of Poland and the history of the 

Jews are one topic, not two separate ones.” MAŁGORZATA NOWICKA

Much of the success of the Forum’s School of Dialogue program 
results from the work of its highly motivated and deeply engaged team 
of educators. The majority are college and graduate school students who 
have made a commitment not only to involve themselves intellectually 
in Jewish studies, but also to work on the grass roots level to improve 
Polish-Jewish relations. For them, the past cannot be a foreign country. 
In 2011, the Forum continued to organize seminars  and training sessions 
and recruit additional educators.
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FORUM EDUCATORS TEAM 

Educators active in 2011

Łukasz Cudny 
Anna Desponds
Mateusz Dymaczewski
Anna Geller
Olga Głowacka
Beata Godlewska
Paulina Sobieszuk
Agata Jałosińska
Agata Jaworska
Jagoda Jabłońska
Agata Jujeczka
Małgorzata Jastrzębska
Karolina Kochanowska
Małgorzata Kruszewska
Anna Maculewicz
Magdalena Maślak

“Being a Forum educator is a great 

joy, derived from common work 

with young, fantastic students from 

across Poland and experienced and 

creative educators. Discovering 

the history of so many exceptional 

places marked with a multicultural 

past is a fascinating challenge that, 

in this case, leads to a very impor-

tant goal: showing young people 

that it is worth it to be tolerant and 

open to diversity. I believe that 

thanks to the School of Dialogue, 

young people discover their sensibil-

ity and good, and that is my biggest 

reward.” AGATA JUJECZKA

Iza Meyza
Stanisław Niemojewski
Weronika Niżnik
Małgorzata Nowicka
Elżbieta Okuniewska
Monika Oszmaniec
Natalia Pamuła
Magdalena Rychter
Ewa Stokłuska
Anna Szyba
Marta Usiekniewicz
Małgorzata Waszczuk
Zuzanna Wiaderna
Agnieszka Witkowska
Joanna Zawanowska
Hanna Zielińska
Jarosław Ziółkowski
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Impact

Middle school student Piotr Stachowicz takes me 
to Wąchock’s Jewish cemetery. Against the back-
drop of muddy grey sky and silent tombstones, 
the 15-year-old brings to life stories of the town’s 
Jewish citizens: through numbers and names as 
well as episodes in the shared life of Poles and 
Jews. Piotr knows that only the matzevot of women 
have survived until the present day, because they 
are smaller than those of men. These have been 
robbed to later be reused as building material. He 
knows the whereabouts of the mikveh, synagogue, 
slaughterhouse and butcher’s house. He can tell  
you about the rich and the poor. And that everyone 
on Wielkowiejska street was Jewish. 

The student’s story is that of a specifi c character; it 
bears the faces of the Binsztoks, the Hechts and the 
Marmureks; it smells of bakeries and colonial stores. 
Piotr also knows how this world ceased to be. 

In the fall of 2009, Peter along with his class 
participated in the School of Dialogue educational 
program, prepared by the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE 

AMONG NATIONS foundation. 

“I did not know anything about Jews before,” he 
confesses. “My grandparents never talked about 
them.” 

“I was surprised by the fact that people are not will-
ing to talk about Jews” says Aron Szlęzak, another 
program participant. “As if there was this huge void 
as far as this subject is concerned.” 

Students completed the program with the help 
of a young teacher, Katarzyna Szlęzak (not related 
to Aron). She admits that despite being from 
Wąchock, upon passing the Jewish cemetery, she 
would not give this no-longer-existent world a 
second thought. “It was never a subject to come up 
in conversations,” she explains. “When I asked my 
grandparents about the Jews, they were surprised 
that our school is participating in such a program.” 
Many of the students asked: “Aren’t there other 
issues?” But Forum’s educators were able to get 
through to them. 

 “In the Crevice”  BY MAGDALENA GROCHOWSKA

Extract from an article published in Gazeta Wyborcza, January 28, 2011 
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An Israeli daily published in Hebrew and targeted 
at the ultra-Orthodox reader published an article 
on the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS and 
the School of Dialogue program. In the article they 
describe a trip to Poland of two rabbis and their 
meeting with Andrzej Folwarczny, as well as their 
visit to Wąchock. 

The rabbis met fi rst with Andrzej Folwarczny to talk 
about the Forum’s mission and educational activities. 
Next, following the traces of their ancestors, they 
visited Wąchock where they met with students from 
a local middle school that took part in 2009 School 
of Dialogue program. 

During the meeting, the rabbis told these young 
people about the pre-war Jewish inhabitants of 
Wąchock. Then the students guided the rabbis 
around the town, pointing out where the synagogue, 
mikveh, and rabbi’s house once stood. In the 
Jewish cemetery, the rabbis said their prayers and 
explained the importance of remembering the 
dead. The students and teachers pledged that they 
will take care of the cemetery. 

The author of the article concludes the meeting 
with School of Dialogue participants by saying: 
“This engagement gives hope that the new genera-
tions will become an example for other cities and 
towns across Poland.”

“Poland: Polish youth cares about Jewish cemeteries”
 Published in Hamodia, July 20, 2011
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Annihilated by Nazi Germany and largely forgotten 
by Poles, lost Jewish culture is reemerging in 
Poland as youngsters scour their communities, 
searching for traces of Jewish life as it once existed.
In Końskie, a small town of 20,000 people located 
130 kilometers (80 miles) south of Warsaw, a parking 
lot and a supermarket now stand on the site of a 
synagogue razed by the Nazis. 

Eight other Jewish prayer houses were also destroyed 
and the Jewish cemetery is now a vacant lot.

Before the war, half of Końskie was Jewish. Today, a 
humble plaque fi xed to a house commemorating 22 
Jews shot there by the Germans in September 1939 

is the only visible trace of the once deeply rooted 
community which could trace its roots back to at 
least the 16th century. 

“We didn’t know anything about Końskie’s 
Jewish history. We didn’t know that Jews were key 
in creating this town,” said Agnieszka Maszczyk, 
a 15-year-old high school student. “Personally, 
I’ve never met a Jew,” she added.

Along with 20 of her classmates, Agnieszka 
decided to delve into the town’s forgotten Jewish 
past in a project spearheaded by the FORUM FOR 

DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS, an association aimed 
at fostering Polish-Jewish discourse. 

“Polish Students Delve into Forgotten Jewish Past”  BY BERNARD OSSER

 Article released by Agence France-Presse, November 17, 2011 and copied by numerous international 

websites and news sites
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Andrzej Folwarczny
President

Founder and President of the FORUM FOR DIALOGUE 

AMONG NATIONS Foundation,  former member of the Polish 
Parliament and chairman of the Polish-Israeli Parliamen-
tary Group. Former Vice President of the Israel-Poland 
Friendship Association. Co-editor of the book Difficult 
Questions in Polish-Jewish Dialogue published in collabora-
tion with the American Jewish Committee.

Michał Bilewicz, PhD
Vice President

Social Psychologist, assistant professor at the Depart-
ment of Psychology of the University of Warsaw. Fulbright 
Scholar and a visiting scholar at the Oxford Centre for 
Hebrew and Jewish Studies. Director of the Center for 
Research on Prejudice of the University of Warsaw. His 
research focuses on issues of prejudice, group conflict, 
anti-Semitism, and dehumanization.

Zuzanna Radzik
Board Member

Theologian, graduate of the Pontifical Theological Faculty 
in Warsaw and Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Assistant 
at the Institute of Slavonic Studies of the Polish Academy 
of Sciences and PhD candidate at the Institute of Applied 
Social Sciences of the University of Warsaw. Her contro-
versial article, “Basements Still Rotting” led to the closing 
down of an anti-Semitic bookshop in Warsaw.

Agnieszka Markiewicz
Program Director

Sociologist, graduate of Georgetown University and the 
University of Warsaw, where she obtained her MA for the 
thesis The Complex Identity of Poles with Jewish Origins. Prior 
to her work at the Forum, she worked at the Adam Mickiewicz 
Institute as a project manager and secretary of the “Polish 
Year in Israel” project.

Jakub Petelewicz
Educational Expert

Historian. Co-founder, member and academic secretary 
of the Polish Center for Holocaust Research at the Polish 
Academy of Sciences. Managing editor of academic journal 
“Holocaust Studies and Materials.” His research focuses 
on the Holocaust and Polish-Jewish relations.

Monika Kozuń
Project Manager

Project manager and youth educator in human rights and 
global development. Prior to her work at the Forum, she 
collaborated with Humanity in Action Foundation and 
the Polish Humanitarian Organization. Within the HIA 
Grassroots Activism Fellowship, she worked for the Jewish 
Community Relations Council in San Francisco, USA.

Mateusz Hładki
Coordinator of Educational Projects

Student of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology at the 
University of Warsaw. Since high school, he has been 
supporting the activities of Amnesty International Poland. 
He has been serving as its Board Member since 2005 and 
became its President in 2011.

Forum Team

LEFT TO RIGHT: Monika Kozuń, Michał Bilewicz, Andrzej Folwarczny, 
Zuzanna Radzik, Mateusz Hładki, Agnieszka Markiewicz, and 
Jakub Petelewicz (not shown)
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Major Contributors
Benefactors of Dialogue
Contributors of $50,000 
over the past five years
Michael and Jill Rosenbaum

Sustainers of Dialogue
Contributors of $20,000–
49,999 over the past five years
Martin and Mickey Baumrind
Nathan and Alyse Mason Brill
Suzanne Marks
Sigmund Rolat
Alyce de Toledo 

 
Founders of Dialogue
Contributors of $5,000– 19,999
over the past five years
Wendy Brill
Nancy and Curt Civin
Diana and Michael David 

Epstein 
Barbara Ziet Glickman and 

Richard Glickman
Joe Godles and Nancy 

Liebermann 
Evan and Lesley Heller
David Hochberg 
Betsy and Paul Katz 
Harvey Krueger 
Piotr Lewicki
Fred and Trisha Margulies
Victor and Monika Markowicz 
Jerome Ostrov 
Arturo C. Porzecanski 
Irene Pletka 
Allan and Lynne Reich
Edith and Martin Stein 
David and Sylvia Steiner
Richard Sussman
Nancy and Christopher 

Winship 

Institutional donors over the past five years
City of Warsaw
Foundation for German-Polish Cooperation
Friends of the Forum
International Task Force for Holocaust Education, 

Remembrance and Research
Koret Foundation
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs of the Republic of Poland 
Rothschild Foundation Europe
Taube Foundation for Jewish Life & Culture
U.S. State Department
Warsaw Center for Educational and Social 

Innovations and Trainings
Znak Publishing House

Schools of Dialogue Supporters in 2011
Sponsors of School of Dialogue program in one 
or more schools during the past year
Ewa and Josef Blass Piaseczno
Ray and Marilyn Cohen Kielce
Cheryl Fishbein Ulanów
David and Sheila Fuente  Wasilków
Irving and Mindy Kempner Radom, Kalisz
Harvey Krueger  Nowy Sącz
Fred and Trisha Margulies Kock
Irene Pletka  Kutno
Polish Alumni of Polish-Jewish 

Exchange Program Parysów, Szydłów
Stacy and Ron Scheinberg Chełm 
Amtra Ltd.  Sosnowiec
Mark and Susan Sisisky Otwock 
Jerome and Linda Spitzer Tarnowskie Góry
Slawatycze Landsmanschaft Sławatycze
 
In-kind supporters in 2011 
Austrian Cultural Forum in Warsaw 
Chancellery of the Prime Minister of the Republic 

of Poland
Jewish Community of Warsaw
Jewish Historical Institute 
Polish Center for Holocaust Research of the Polish   

Academy of Sciences 
WAM Publishing House
Znak Publishing House 

We are grateful to the 
following people who 
have contributed their 
professional expertise 
to our initiatives:

Tomasz Kapliński, 
Kaplinśki Law Firm 
legal adviser

Sherry Levy-Reiner 
fundraising consultant

Andrzej Mochnacki, 
Marut & Mochnacki
Law Firm 
legal adviser

Michał Rutkowski, 
Tribal DDB 
multimedia presentation 

Joanne Zamore, 
Zamore Design 
graphic design

Donata Jończyk 
graphic and multimedia 
design
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Support Forum
You can help to expand and sustain Forum’s activities 
and programs through your fi nancial support of 
Friends of the Forum, a U.S.-based 501(c)(3) 
nonprofi t. Donations can be made:

ONLINE  at www.friendsoftheforum.org

BY  CHECK OR  MONEY  ORDER  TO : 

Friends of the Forum
c/o Michael Rosenbaum
501 N. Clinton, Suite 903
Chicago, IL 60654

BY  WIRE  TRANSFER  TO : 

Friends of the Forum
c/o Citibank NA 
Bank routing/ABA #271070801 
Account #800867878

TO TRANSFER  SECURIT IES :  please contact 
michael@friendsoftheforum.org

FOR MORE  INFORMATION:  please visit 
www.friendsoftheforum.org

Forum for Dialogue Among Nations
The Forum for Dialogue Among Nations Foundation 
is a non-profit Polish organization whose mission 
is to foster Polish-Jewish dialogue, eradicate anti-
Semitism, and teach tolerance through education.
The Forum fulfills its mission through educational 
programs, seminars, publications, exhibitions, and 
exchange programs targeted at Polish and Jewish 
youth and leaders.

Board
Andrzej Folwarczny, President
Michał Bilewicz, Vice President
Zuzanna Radzik, Board Member 

Foundation Council
Henryk Wujec, Chairman
Roman Kraczla
Andrzej Mochnacki
Jarosław Nowakowski
Michał Pastuszka

www.dialog.org.pl

PHOTO CREDITS: M. Biczyk, P. Ciacek, A. Desponds, O. Głowacka, M. Jastrzębska, A. Jaworska, A. Jujeczka, K. Kochanowska, M. Maślak, 
S. Niemojewski, M. Nowicka, M. Oszmaniec, A. Witkowska, Middle School in Sławatycze, U.S. Embassy in Warsaw
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